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Glut in T.V. Industry

*246. SHRI MANORANJAN BHA-
KTA. Will the Minister of INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING bhe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are
aware of the glut in the T.V. Industry:

(b) whether it is due to unpopular
T.V. Programmes and their short
ranges; and

{c) it so, details thereof and what
steps are being taken to remedy the
situation?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
"TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVANI) : (a) Taere is no glut
in the T.V. industry. In fact, the De-
partment Electronics is constantly
under pressure from TV set manufac-
turers to meet their increasing needs
of TV picture tubes for the prowing
market.

{b)} and {e). Do not arise.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA: If
a survey is conducted to elicit the opi-
nion of the TV viewers the Govern-
ment will know that the TV is just a
stalus symbol, much less a media of
information and entertainment. [
would like to know whether any ef-
fort has been made to know as 1o how
many houtrs the TV sels are switched
on by the viewers—only for feature
films and a few other programmes—
if s0, what steps are proposed to make
it a popular media of entertainment
among the viewers.

SHRI L. K. ADVANI. So far as the
programmes are concerned, there is a
constant effort ang a constant exer-
cise in the wvarious TV studics and
Stations to improve the quality of the
programmes at all levels, Till now,
there "has been pver dependence on
filmic content and there has been a
concious et 65 fthe part of the TV
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Programme Executives to ensure that
this dependerice decreased without
detracting from the entertaining con-
tent and the instructive content of
the programmes.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA.: I
would like to know whether the Gov-
ernment is considering to make the
TV spread out throughout the country,
including the isolated and remote
Union Territories like Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep Ts-
lands. -

SHRI L. K. ADVANI. Expansion of
TV network would very much de-
pend upon the availability of resour-
ces and Members  would appreciate
that this consideration would not
make the expansion of TV a very high
priority in our gver all plan strategy.
But within this limit, we would cer-
tainly like to reach out as many peo-
ple as possible.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
specifically asked about reaching the
people in the remote areas like An-
daman and Nicobar Islands. The Mi-
nister has not said anvthing about
that.

MR. SPEAKER: Your place aiso
comes within the parts of India,

PHOF. P. <. MAVALANKAR: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, in repiv to parts (b) and
(c) of the question, the Minister has
said, “Do not arise”. becausc he as-
sumes in part (a) that there is no
ghut in the TV industry. Apart from
that answer may 1 ask him whether
it is not a fact—although TV has been
now an established industry and unit
of Government programme in this
country accepted by the people also-
that the TV programme planning is
not vet ag attractive and as imagina-
tive and educative in import as it ou-
ght to have been, especially in view
of the fact that the impact of this mass
medja i8 tremendous in a country of
our size and illiteracy?

What is the Government deoing in
regard to that?
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SHRI L. K. ADVANI: I would not
deny there is ample scope for impro-
vement, and constant efforts in this
direction are going on. In fact, in this
me has been drawn up to cover, espe-
cially, the T. V. plays, and for that,
we are taking recourse to the non-lap-
sable fund we have, Certain program-
mes that have been conceived have
really attracted appreciation from the
audience.
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New Mini Cement Plants

*247. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
identifieq ninety sites for setting up
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mini cement plants to be based on
lime stone deposits;

(b) whether more sites are likely to
be identified later; and

(c) out of these how many sites
are situateq in the State of Bihar?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHR: GEORGE FERNANDES) : (a)
and (b). Cement Research Institute
~ave identified 46 potential sites in 19
States for establishing mini cement
rlants. Since there are several lime
stone deposits which are yet to be
explored and proved, there are possibi-
lities of identifying more sites later.

(c) In the State of Bihar the sites
identified by the Cement Research In-
stitut are as under ;—

1. Bantia-Chunhaua Rohitasy District

2. Bandu Basseriva Hazaribach Distt.

3. Kurkutta Religera,  Hazavibagh Disue.

4. Jaradag Shahbad District
5. Bilduria Shahbad District
6. Mataiwan Sh:hbad District
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