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implemented, the only step that I can
take is ensuring effective implementa-
tion.

Conversion of loan into Capital at
Charge

- *#1036. SHRI CHITTA BASU: will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether any decision has been
taken on the proposal sponsored by
the Minisiry for the conversion of loan
into capital at charge for the Rail-
ways; and,

(b) if not, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) The proposal is under exami-
nation in consultation with the Minis-
iry of Finance. ipd

‘SHRI CHITTA BASU: I think the
hon. Minister will recall that he men=
tioned about this proposal during
his Budget speech. May I know from
the hon. Minister the general features
«of this proposal which his Ministry has
‘prepared, and in what way it is going
to help the railway passengers?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: We
“have already set up two committees.
+One Committee will undertake the
work of review of the present capital
structure of the railways. The second
one will go in depth into the question
0f the secial burdens. If these two
_problems are adequately settled, I think
.there will not be much difficulty in
.making advance.

As far as the first is concerned,
‘there are some  concrete proposals.
«One proposal that we are examining
:is tfs. On 31st March, 1978, the debt
«of the Indian railways to bhe general
revenues was of the order of Rs. 368
exores. If thls can be added to the
«capital-at-charge,  which is of the
«order of Rs. 4,500 crores, we can keep
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on paying six per cent dividend, so
that our surpluses are not utilised and
spent up in only trying to repay the
past debts. Secondly, we have also
suggested that once our surpluses are
protected, the balance portion of that
can be set aside as a development
fund and from that a considerable
amount may be made available for the
construction work in the backward
areas. The third suggestion is this.
I am very sorry to say that in our
country today the railways are bear-
ing social burdens of the erder of
Rs. 170 crores. We are losing RsS. 69
crores hecause we are moving coms
modities below cost. We are losing
Rs. 80 crores because we are giving
cheap season tickets on the suburban
railways and other fare concessions.
we are losing Rs. 21 crores on uneco-
nomic lines. The total loss is Rs. 170
crores Everywhere in the world the
social burdeng are borne by the gene-
ral revenue. Ours is the only railway
which is bearing it. We are, there-
fore, examining that also.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: May I know
whether there has been any inter-
ministerial dialogue or discussion or
consultation on these proposals which
he has just mentioned, and by which
time decisions are likely to be taken
by Government?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: It is
obvious that on this matter unless
there is effective dialogue with the
Finance Ministry, the provosal will
never get through, and that dialogue
is already under way.
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MR. SPEAKER: First you made a
suggestion. They said they will con-
sider it; they will examine it. Then
you put another question. He has
answered it. - That question was
about. dieselisation. The  Minister
referrefl to the  difficulties and he
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further added that he will consider it.

SHRI BHANU KUMAR SHASTRI:
Dieselisation of an independent Chetak
Express train.

SHRI RINCHING KHANDU KHRI-
ME: About Gauhati Express ....

MR. SPEAKER: That does not arise.
You will have to put in independent
question for that.
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Personal Branch Work

*1038. SHRI SUBHASH AHUJA;
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) are the Government aware that
the ultimate venue for clearing Per-
sonnel Branch work are the tables of
Office staff in Personnel Branch un-
like - other Techmcal Departments m
Railways; ?

(b) 1f the reply to part (a) is im
affermative, are the Government of
the opinion that the work of Pecion-
nel Branch staff are on par with &e
nature of work of office staff ot oghel'*
Techmcal Depattments and sl





