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implemented, the only step that I can
take is ensuring effective implementa-
tion.

Conversion of loan into Capital at
Charge

*1036. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased •
to state:

(a) whether any decision has been
taken on the proposal sponsored by
the Ministry for the conversion of loan
into capital at charge for the Rail-
Wl!YS; and

{b) if not, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. M~DHU DANDAVATE): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) The proposal is under exami-
nation in consultation with the Minis-
.try of Finance.

""SHRI CHITTA BASU: I think the
'hon. Minister will recall that he men-
tioned about this proposal during
.his Budget speech. May I know from
;the hon. Minister the general features
,of this proposal which his Ministry has
'prepared, and in what way it is going
to help the railway passengers?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: We
"have already set uP two committees.
-One Committee will undertake the
, 'work of review of the present capital
'Structure of the railways. The second
one will go in depth into the question
-or the social burdens. If these two
.problems are adequately settled, I think
.there win not be much difficulty in
.rnaking advance.

As far as the first is concerned,
·there are some concrete proposals.
•One proposal that we are examining
·is tl1rs. On 31st March, 1978, the debt
.of the Indian, railways to, the general
:n:Yenues was" of the order of Rs. 368
_ores. If,' this can be 'added totbe'
-cajiital-at-charge, Y' which ., is of the
nrder of Rs. 4,500 crores, we can keep

on paying six per cent dividend, SO

that our surpluses are not utili sed and
spent up in only trying to repay the
past debts. Secondly, we have also
suggested that once our surpluses are
protected, the balance portion of that
can be set aside as a development
fund and from That a considerable
amount may be made available for the
construction work in the backward
areas. The third suggestion is this.
I am very sorry to say that in our
country today the railways are bear- •
ing social burdens of the order of
Rs. 170 crores. We are Iosing RS. 69
crores because we are moving com-
modities below cost. We are losing
Rs. 80 crores because we are giving
cheap season tickets on the suburban
railways and other fare concessions.
we are losing Rs. 21 crores on uneco-
nomic lines. The total loss is Rs. 179
crores Everywhere in the Wprlcl the
social burdene are borne by the gene-
ral revenue. Ours is the only railway
which is bearing it. We are, there·
fore, examining that also.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: May I know
whether there has been any inter-
ministerial dialogue or discussion or
consultation on these proposals which
he has just mentioned, and by which
time decisions are likely to be taken
by Government?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: It is
obvious that on this matter unless
there is effective dialogue with tl\e
Finance Ministry, the proposal will
never get through, and that dialogue
is .already under way.
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MR:.,SPEAKER: First you made a
suggestion. They' said they will con-
sider it; they will examine it. Tlien
you put another question. He has
answered it. - That' question was
IlIbout" dleselfsation. The Minister
ref~tred_ to the; difficulties and he
~; - • i j' .: ;"'1· ;.;

further added that he will consider it.

SHRI BfIANU KUMAR SHASTRI:
Dieselisation of an independent Chetak
Express train.

SHRI RINCHING KHANDU KHRI-
ME: About Gauhati Express .... ".

MR. SPEAKER: That does not arise.
You will have to put in independent.
question for that.
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Personal Branch Work
t-

*1038. SHRI SUBHASH AHUJA,::
Will the Minister 'o'f RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

,(a) are the Government aware that
the ultimate venue fur clearing Per'"
sonnel Branch work are the tables o~>
Office staff'in Personnel Branch .Un~
like: other Teclulical Departments lhi
Railways; =: '1-

(b) i( (he reply to part (a) is ia,
affermative,' are the GOverilllient '<if"
the opinion that the wor"k~Of Pl'rliod.:..
nel Branch staff are on par ",itb. -tlt&
:aature of"work' of offiCe sWf of del-'
Te'chniclii DePartments~ {afill": flJi'n"
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.Cc) how the GOVernment p
to strengthen the Personnel I
to enable it to function as rea
Welfare Department without pro
additional posts at all levels in
and· bettering the pay-scale ot
sonnel Branch staff to make
aware of their responsibility?

THE MINISTER OF STAT
THE MINISTRY OF RAID
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a)
A statement is laid on the Ta
the Sabha. '

Statement

(a) Yes.

(b) No.

(c) On most Railways the st
of the Personnel branches rei
some augmentation which could
be effected fully becauss of the
on creation and filling up of p()s1
posed by Governn:ent. Howeve
cently after a review of the pO
the following decisions hav.,
taken:-

(1) As an interim measur
clerical posts for Personnel brJ
have been sanctioned.

(2) The Efficiency Bureau,
been asked to study the rej
merits of clerical staff for th1
sonnel Branches and draw up ~
lines for creation of posts.

(3) It has been decided th
earlier orders permitting onl]
per cent vacancies being fille
be withdraw-, and the RailwaYi
be allowed to fill all vacancii

"'" T111!f mR"fT: ~!;;l:f&1 11~
;;ftJrfCj) +iz;rT iifT it 7;f~ fCf'f{UT~
~ciTCfir~ fi:plfT ~ fCfim~ ~

, CfiTf1:rcp ~T ~'Cfi4'''fTf<:<rr Cfir

~ 'F9 <ifu Cfi~ Cf>T~dT
1106 LS-2

-




