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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS  AND  FERTILIZERS 

(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA); (a) The 

requirements of sulphur in the coun­
try are almost wholly met by imports. 

It is not in the public interest to dis­
close the details of the imports plan- 
ned.

(b) Government had carried out a 
review in consultation  with all inter­
ests concerned.

(c) Does not arise.

(d) The review disclosed  difficul­
ties in meeting the sulphur require­
ments of fertilizer units fully. Steps 
have already been taken to augment 
the imports.  The situation is  under 
constant review.

AIR recreational programmes for 
rural areas

*111. SHRI SARAT KAR:
SHRI ISHWAR CHAUDIIRY:

WiH the? Minister  of  INFORMA­
TION AND  BROADCASTING  be 
pleased to state;

(a) whether there is any  proposal 
under the consideration of  Govern­
ment to allot some time for the recrea­
tion of rural  areas—particularly in 
remote areas in addition to the pro­
grammes of educational nature; and

(b) if so, the details regarding the 
increase of the entertainment content 
of the AIR programmes meant for the 
rural audience, if any, during the cur­
rent ye*r?

THE  MINISTER  OF  INFORMA­

TION AND BROADCASTING* (SHRI 
L. K. ADVANI):  (a) and (b). Music
and  drama  prorammes  broadcast 
from AIR Stations  constitute  about 
40 per cent; of its programmes. They 
are generally for both rural as weT 
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as urban audiences.  Recreation and 
entertainment of  rural  listeners is 
one of the major objectives of  the 
rural programme.  Folk  songs  and 
folk music form an essential compo­

nent of programmes directed to rural 
listeners who also  listen to general 
entertainment programmes broadcast 

by AIR Stations.  The entertainment 
content of AIR programmes for rural 
areas at present is considered to  be 
adequate.
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