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Alscuss it at 430 We have now anly
five minutes left. I now go to Ques-
tion No. 3.
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“(i) The Admigistering Power
should once again be called upon
to respect the territorial integrity
of Mauritius and Seychelles and
to return to these territories the
islands detached from them.

(ii) The Special Commitiee
should urge the Administering
power to refrkln from any mili-
tary activity in the territories,
especially jn the islands detached
from Mauritius and Seychelles.
Such activity wou!d constitute an
act of hostility against the people
of Africa and Asia ang in fact to
International peace and security.”
Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: May I

know whether the QGovernment of
India at any stage was coneulted when
the U.X. Government wanted to pur-
chase these islandy and whether they
mentioned which are the islands they
are going to purchase? Also, when
they made the request did they give a
solemn assurance that these places
woild never be utilised for military
purposes?

The Deputy Minister in the Mials-
try of External Affairs (Shri Surendra
Pal Singh): 1 do not know whether
the Government of Indta was actually
informed, but when we came to know
sbout it through newspaper reports
and when we got in touch with the
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them for staging, refuslling and other
facilities for their aircraft. Their in-
tention was not to have any military
bases here. This assurance has been
Siven to us by the U.K. Government.

Hbri Hem Barua: The UK. Govern-
ment propose to buy these islands and
iease them out to the Americans to
iustitute transport facilities in the
islands. That is the ostensible pur-
pose communicated to us. In that con-
text, may I know whether our Gov-
emment have sought any guarantee
or assurance from the UK. Govern-
ment that in view of West Asia
developmg very fast into a theatre of
war, these peaceful bases would not
be converted by the Americons into
fighting bases?

Rhri Sur¢ndra Pal Singh: We have
never been informed that these places
will ultimately be given on lease to
the American Government. Tha: is
5ot in our knowledge, But there is a
proposal for the UK. Government to
purchase these islands and turn them
into piaces where they can have stag-
ing and refuelling facilities for their
alrcraft.  As 1 said earlier, we have
been assured that no military bases
would be actually establishced on these
islunds. So, the question of bringing
<old war into the Indian Oceean does
not mrise.

Shri Hem Barua: That was not my
qQuestion,

Mr. Speaker: Shri Patel.
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Mhri Surondira Pal Singh: In the
soain reply it has been raid that the
question wag discussed by the Bub-

-oommnittee of the U.N. Committee of
2. Az oon &3 the stub-committee’s

report is received, it will be consider-
ed by tha Committee of 24 and after
that they will decide what further
action is to be taken by the U.N.
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Mr. Speaker: He has given the in-
formation he has got:

Shrl Ganesh Ghosh: Has the atten-
tion of the Minister been drawn to the
stutements made by a few govern-
meants to the effect that the real inten-
tion of the U.S Government to
acquire those islandy is to ulilise them
as 8 nuclear umbrella in her policy
of containment of China?

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: This kind
of reporis have come to our notice
ulso, but since we have been given
an assurance by the UK. Government
and unless and until proved otherwise
we must beiieve in the bona fide of
their assurance. I think they mean
wha: they have said.

Some hon. Members: Sir......

Mr. Speaker: The Question Hour is
over,
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