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are the measures to be taken 18 a mat-
ter of detall Perhaps the hon Mem-
ber may have to prt a separate ques-

tion

Mr Speaker:
Shastr.

Shri Prakash Vir Shastri: Question

No 1354
Shri Jagannath Rao

taken up along with this

Mr. Speaker. There may be a dozen
questions on sugar, but it does not
mean that they should be attached to

this question
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JULY 25, 1967

Shri  Prakash Vir

Joshi: The
other question on sugar may also be
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Shr: Annasahih Shinde: We contact-
ed the Uttar Pradesh Government and
the Uttar Pradesh Government has
communicatedq to us that though the
duration of work in factories as a re-
sult of less availability of cane might
be less, no factory 1s likely to be
clored That 1s the information sup-
phed by the Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment But some factories have brought
te our notice that theie is lhkely to
e o siderable lifficulty in the avail-
v ity of cane in the coming season
md hey are afraid of a closure The
Uttar Pradesh Government hag also
indicaied to us that there has been a
steep fall ;n cane acreages, from 25
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lakh acres to 20 lakh acres last year
and to 15 lakh acres this year.
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: All these
suggestions have been received by the
Government and all these matters are
under active consideration.
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Mr. Speaker: The Food Minisier has
said that he will ‘make . statement
and take a decision in 10 to 15 days
‘Wait for 10 to 15 davs
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: We will
{ry to collect the information from the
State Governments, Unfortunately, the
State Governmanis also do not have
exact nformation about this. Many
of the factories in West U.P, North
Bihar, Orissa, M.P. and Kerala have
had a very short duration and this
must have aff~cted the employment
potential
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Shri Annasahib Shinde, Many sug-
gestiong are there about the moderm-
sation of outmded mills A commuttee
under the chairmanship of Dr Kurien
went into this problem and made a
number of suggestions We are await
ing the comments of the State Govern-
ments about the recommendations
About other things, the Minister has
already replied

Shri Shivajrao § Deshmukh In
the past 1t has been the sad expen:
ence of the House that whenever any
decision which 1s unpalatable to the
treasury benches 1s forced uypon them
by the Chief Ministers conference or
any other forum 1t has been fore-
stalled under the plea of being under
consideration And one fine morning
it 1s announced that the decision 1s
otherwise In the background of this
very sad experience may I take it
that the Government gre really con
sidering decontrol of sugar? The
existing practice of breaking up the
northern states intp one sugar zone
for every factory and in the southern
states into one sugar zone for one
state has resulted in the number of
sugar zones being at least four times
the number of States m the Umon
Does Government propose to do any-
thing to streamline or rationalise the
sugar zones so that the tragedy of
closure of sugar mills 1s not repeated?

Shri Anpasahib Shinde I do not
know what the hon Member means
by saying that all of a sudden we
take a decision We are a federal
country and we have to consult the
States

Shri Jyotirmoy Basu Are you de
controlling sugar or not?

Shri Annasahib Shinde How can
we say that when the whole matter
is under consideration?

JULY 25, 1067
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dpri Shivajirao §. Deahmykh: My
question has not been answered, Do
Government really contemplate de-
control of sugar, as recommended by
all the Chief Ministers® If the ans-
wer 1S ‘no, will there be a rational
distribution of zones”

Shri Jagjivan Ram I have already
saad that the entire sugar pohcy 1s
under consideration of Government
Beyond that I am not prepared to
disclose anything
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Shri Annasahib Shinde Sir during
the last two years the prices of food-
grains have slightly gone up and that
15 having an effect on the sugarcane
price This matter 1s engaging the
attention of Government That 1s
why, as has been mentioned by the
hon Minister all these matters whe
the: the sugarcane price i1s to be
incieased and 1if so to what extent
the increase should be given etc, are
under active consideration  About
cane cess glso I entirely agree with
the hon Membe: We desire the Staie
Governments to utihise the amount of
cane cess for the development of cane
so that cane development 15 not adver-
sely affected

Shrli Nath Pal Sir I beheve we
should be i1n the world sugar market
we should be earning an amount of
forein exchange and Government has
to eaport a certain amount of sugar
to some foreign countries ] want to
know what 1s the loss we are ncur
ring by this transaction, and may I
know whether m view of this year's
very low production and anticipated
further decline 1n production this
policy of exporting will continue?

Shri Annasahid Shinde: 1 have
already mehtioned i the House that
weé do not winht to export any more
‘Whatever was exportéd last year was
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a8 a result of previous commitments
with foreign governments About
future commitinents etc.,, we will have
to take a decision But our attitude
towards this problem is that since the
availability in the country is less we
will have to loock to our needs first
and then see whether we can export
or not

Shri Nath Pay, Sir, did you hear
my question or not? This was only
part of my question The other part
was what was the loss incurred by
this export He gave a satisfactory
reply that they are going to stop
further exports What has been the
loss in the past, may I know?

Shr1  Annasahibd Shinde; I will

require notice for this

Mr, Speaker: That ;s exactly what
I thought
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Shri Annasghib Shinde: The hon
Member knows that sugar is a con-
trolled commodity Sugarcane price
and sugar price are controlled under
the Essential Commodities Act There-
by I do not mean that some quanti-
ties do not shp away into the black-
market But the substantial portion
1s provided through ration shops
and card distribution

Shri D, N Patodia The price of
sugarcane 1s conirolled only so far as
cane supplied to sugar factoiies con
cerned bui not so far as khandsari
and gur are concerned In addition
extraction peicentage when cane 1S
supplied 1o sugar factories i1s as high
as Y per cemv wnereas N 15 omy
about 60 per cent if 1t 1s given for
khandsar1  Therefore the present
policy 1s directly resulting m the
lower total production of sugar,
khandsari and gur (Interruptions)

Shri D N Patodia In view of that,
may I know whether it 1s a fact that
on account of diveision of sugarcane
to khandsar: there 15 decreased pro
duction of sugar within the same
availlability of cane and, f that 1s so
may I know what prevents the Gov
ermment today from conerollng the
entire sector all the three sugar
khandsar: and gur, fo1 de controlling
the entire sector”

Shri Annasamb Shinde It 15 true
that as a result of the imbalance that
has developed in the prices of khand
sar: jaggery ind sugar considerable
quantities of sugarcane are diverted
to manufacture of khandsar: and jag
gerv and as « result sugar factories
have suffered because of less avail-
ability of sugarcane But the hon
Member will appreciate that jaggery
and khandsar: manufacture 1s a big
decentralised <ector spread all over
the country To control this sector
spread all over the country ;s a diffi-
cult proposition Regarding the other
part of the hon Members question
about de-control the hon Minster has
already rephed to it

JULY 25, 1867
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ghri D N, Patodia: One point has
not been replied to, whether such
djversion has resulted mn & diwrect cut
in the production of sugar on account
of low extraction,

ghri Annasahib Shinde: I have men-
tioned that Sugar production has
been less this year on account of
diversion of sugarcane to khandsari

it efvery T By - T war AP
an fr at g sfga f@F@e 3
PR TA 1 G ¢ I g wfean
A A AFT A A I 71 aTE fr
fgT A a@ a9 ¢

vhrn1 Annasahib Shinde I do not
think we have any such proposal
eitper before us or before the State
Governments

ghrt § M Banerjee I would hke
to know from the hon Minister W he-
ther he 1s aware that Kanpur is the
biggest sugar market and

ghri Surendranath Dwivedy And
the biggest blackmarket
shrn S M Banerjee whether

1t 35 a fact that despite all the ngid
measures sought {o be taken by this
go‘/ernment sugar 1s being sold 1n
every place at Rs 4 or Rs 450 per
k110 and 1n Bombay 1t 1s practically
being sold at Rs 6” If so I would
11ike¢ to know what positive steps have
been taken by Government whether
they have issued any directions to
the State Governments to see that
the Sugai price remains at Rs 2 or
150 or something near that because
sugar has become the rarest commo-
dity available which people cannot
pus Chase?

shr1  Jagjivan Ram* The allot-
ments from the factories are made
to the various State Governments So
tar &s distribution in the State 1s con-
cerned 1t 1s the responsibality of the
Stgte Government.
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Shri 8. M. Banerjee: What 18 hap-
pening in Delhi

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I am comng
to that 1 see no reason why the
State Governments cannot make
arrangements that, by and large, sugar
18 sold at the price at which 1t 1s to
be sold and people receive that, even
though a reduced quantum
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Shn Jagnvan Ram In Delh: there
1s complete rationing and people are
getting 1t

Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta: He should
reply properly to the questions asked

Shra Biswanath Roy In view of
the fact that the acreage under suga:
cane cultivation has decreased comsi
derably and consequently the pro-
duction of sugar m the next season
would be much less how 1s the gov-
ernment going to meet the internal
demand of sugar?

Shr: Annasahib Shinde* Measures
for encouraging increased cultivation
of cane, to enable factories to have
adequate availability of cane al] these
matters are under consideration

Shri V, Krishnamoorthi Neither
de control of suga: nor abnormal rise
n the cane price will solve the prob
lem, because 1t wall be at the cost of
the consumer at last Even now the
State Governments are 1ssuing licences
for the opening of khandsar: mills
The Sugar Mills Association 1s stres
sing that licences for khandsar1 mills
should not be given If a ban 1s put
on the giving of licences for new
khandsar: factories and also on send-
ing cane to khandsar mills, the prob-
lem can be solved Wall the Govern
ment consider the putting of this ban
temporarily in order to solve this
problem?
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: I wish the
problem were so simple as the hon
Member 18 mentioning But may I
submit for his kind consideration that
our general policy has been, as far
as the factory areas are concerned
from which the factories are fed, that
State Governments should not allow
the putting of khandsar: plants

Shr; Gadihingana Gowd In wview
of the shortage of sugar in the coun-
try has the Government any proposal
to encourage co-operative marketing
societies to instal khandsarn sugar
factories 1n areas not covered by sugar
factories which only cost Rs 33}
lakhs”

Shri Annasahib Shinde The State
Governments can encourage that acti-
wity
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Shri Annasahib Shinde I am aware
that there has been some difficulty
experienced by the existing licensed
sugar factories in regard to their long-
term plans The Government 1s also
seized of the problem and in the near
future we expect that this problem
will be looked into symapthetically

Food Production

+
*1355 Shri R Barua:
Shri D N Patodia

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
cujture be pleased to state

(a) whether the per capita availa-
bility of foodgrains now is more than





