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’
buying them from abroad. We want to
manufacture them in course of time.
Therefore, we have entered into this
collaboration.

SHRI N. SHIVAPPA : May I know
whether the wheels and other parts
which will be designed and manufactur-
ed by the Dunlop Company will suit the
requirements of all our planes and if
not, for which particular planes these
parts will be designed and manufactured
by this company ? May I know whether
before entering into an agreement with
the Dunlop Company, we had called for
quotations for designing and manufac-
turing the various parts from aeronautic
companies in various parts of the world
and if so, what are the details thereof ?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : These wheels
are meant only for HF 24 and HJT 16.
i.e. the Kiran. So far as the other part
of the question is concerned, I have
already said that they took into consi-
deration other rubber companies also
abroad, who have been supplying wheels
for other aircraft, especially in UK and
they came to the conclusion that Dunlop
will be suitable since we have been pur-
chasing from them so far mostly.

PRODUCTION AND IMPORT OF
NEWSPRINT

“721. SHRI  SITARAM KESRI:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state :

(a) the quantity of Newsprint pro-
duced in the country and the total re-
quirement of thc same at present;

(b) whether newsprint is being im-
ported and if so, the countries from
which imports are made; and

(c) whether Government would con-
sider the setting up of new plants for
manufacture of newsprint to meet the
requirements in full ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRIMATI
NANDINI SATPATHY) : (a) The
quantity of newsprint produced in the
country is 30,000 m/tons per annum.
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On the basis of the Newsprint Allo¢étion
policy for the year 1967-68, the total
requirement has been estimated at
1,70,000 m/tons.

(b) Yes, Sir, from U.S.S.R., Czecho-
slovakia, Poland, U.S.A., Canada and
Scandinavian countries.

(¢) Yes, Sir. Some proposals to set
up new plants for the manufacture of
newsprint are under the active consi-
deration of the Government. The rated
capacity of Nepa Mills is also being
increased from 30,000 to 75,000 m/
tons.
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SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: The

minister has been good enough to admit
that there is a shortage of newsprint and
that we import a large amount of it. But
he has not said that there has been de-
finitely a considerable delay in the ex-
pansion of the capacity of Nepa mills
or in setting up news plants. May I
know whether he was received any re-

presentations from the newspapers, par-
ticularly small newspapers, that they are
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prepared to forgo their import licences
if the indigenous white printing paper is
made available to them at more compe-
titive prices, i.e. at reduced prices? If
that be so, may I know whether he has
also consulted the various ministries con-
cerned in this regard and since the paper
industry is now feeling the pangs of re-
cession, whether any proposal could be
worked out in the shape of decontrol,
so that the units can be made more
viable and the price of white printing
paper can be reduced to enable the
small newspapers to purchase it and usc
it?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : For his infor-
mation, I may say that there is no licen-
sing so far as newsprint is concerned.
Anybody can put up a newsprint factory.
So far as white printing paper is con-
cerned, out of 1.70 lakh tonnes that are
required, we are importing 1.20 lakh
tonnes from abroad. 30,000 tonnes are
manufactured in Nepa and 20,000
tonnes are made available without duty.
If they want more, they have to pay the

duty.

SHRI SHANTILAL SHAH: Is the
Government aware that in spite of the
very poor quality of Nepa newsprint in
respect of its finish, its weight and its
strength they are still proposing to raise
the price per tonne from Rs. 1050 to
Rs. 1200?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : There are com-
plaints about the quality of the news-
print manufactured by Nepa, but so far
as the price js concerned a representa-
tion has been made by the Nepa Mills
that they are not able to carry on and
it will not be possible for them to carry
on with the present price. So there is
a proposal that it should be increased
from Rs. 1050 to Rs. 1250. But they
are going to manufacture new newsprint
from imported pulp till the quality of
the new pulp is improved (Interruption).
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: The Simon
Handling Engineers of UK. were re-
quested to prepare a feasibility report of
putiing up a newsprint factory on thc
bagasse uvailable both in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar. Their report showed the cost
will be very high and whether enough
quantity will be available or not. This
is under consideration.

SHRI ANANRAO PATIL : Sir, the
quality of newsprint produced in Nepa-
nagar is very low and the price is very
high. Still it has been made compulsory
that small and medium, sized newspapers
should purchase that newsprint. May
I know whether it is not possible to

exempt the small and medium-sized
newspapers from  purchasing  Nepa
newsprint ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : So far as small
papers are concerned they are getting
from the imported stuff and so there is
no trouble.

SHRI J. H. PATEL : In view of the
gross shortage of newsprint I would like
to know from the hon. Minister whether
the language papers are not discrimi-
nated against as compared to English
papers 7 What is the quota aliotted to
English papers and what is the quota
allotted to language papers ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : So far as news-
papers are concerned we have classified
them not on the basis of English and
language papers, we have classified them
as small papers, medium papers and big
papers. Small papers are those up to a
circulation of.... ’
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: There is no
«question of discrimination between Eng-
lish and language papers. So far as
small papers are concerned last time 50
'per cent more increase was given, to the
medium papers 25 per cent more in-
crease was given and to the big papers
only 10 per cent increase was given.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : I have said that
the feasibility report is under considera-
tion.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : The feasibility
report for UP and Bihar is under comsi-
deration.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : We have carried
out a survey. Newsprint can be manu-
factured either from bagasse or soft
wood or from rubber wood. The feasi-
bility reports are being prepared. Even
so far as Kerala is concerned, tbe report
is under preparation.

SHRI S. KUNDU : The Minister has
now stated that large quantities of news-
print are being imported. Is he aware
that there is a lot of corruption in the
distribution of ncwsprint and the traders
sell it in the blackmarket and the big
printing houses in India also sell them
in the blackmarket and make a lot of
money ? If so, what is the Minister go-
ing to do to check this corruption and
blackmarketing ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : So far as the
last twelve months are concerned, 1 can
assure my hon. friend that there is no
blackmarket in newsprint and tbe proof
is supplied by the fact that the allotted
quantity is not lifted by some.

SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA :
May 1 know the quantity of mewsprint
imported by the STC, by individuals and
by private firms and how much foreign
exchange was involved in these transac-
tions ?

SHRI K.K. SHAH : The entire quan-
tity is imported by STC. It is 1,20,000
tonnes and the price is between Rs. 13
crores to 144 crores.

SHRI LOBO PRABHU : In view of
the Minister’s admission of idle capacity
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in white printing paper, may I know
why that capacity is not being fully uti-
lized ? May I also enquire why you do
not increase the exemption of excise duty
from more than 20,000 tonnes to the
full capacity.

S?IRI K. K. SHAH : This is a sug-
gestion which I shall pass on to the
Finance Minister.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : Active steps are
being taken. So far as increasing the
capacity from 30,000 tonnes to 75.000
tonnes is concerned, we are going to use
imported pulp so that the quality will
improve.

=t T 3Er aanfad 71 gama
F AR T FAT FIH IS AT ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : So far as the
pulp made in this country is concerned.
experiments are going on and it has im-
proved considerably.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH :
May I know whether the attention of
the Government has been drawn to the
fact that there are many dormant news-
papers which make a bogus claim for
newsprint and sell it in the black-
market ? Has any such instance becn
brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment? What is the machinery with the
Government to have proper control over

newsprint ?
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : I canhot agree
with the contention of the hon. Member,
Because, while there are in 4l 8,640
newspapers only 1,600 have applied for
grant of newsprint. That itself shows
that there is no blackmarketing in news-
print.
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SHRI SEQUEIRA : Is it a fact that
new technology has been developed in
India for the use of broad-leaved jumgle
species for the manufacture of news-
print? If such technology has been
developed, may I know whether any of
the new plants is going to use this
technology ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : To the best of
our knowledge, only wood pulp or
rubber pulp of bagasse is used.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : T require notice.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: So far as
Kohima is concerned, I have not got the
report herc. I will take it into consi-
deration.

SHRI S. KUNDU: Is
policy for setting up plants ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : So for as policy
iss concerned, the only question is
finance. Otherwise, the raw material is
available.

SHRI S. KUNDU : Who decides it ?
Is it the Minister or experts ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : Experts com-
mittee.

SHRI1 K. M. KOUSHIK : In view of
the fact that the hon. Minister has stated
that bagasse forms one of the important
raw materials for the manufacture of
newsprint and since it is a recognised
fact that in our country there is a lot
of bugasse, will the Government think
of establishing a newsprint factory from
bagassc ? If it is not contemplated, is
there any particular difficulty in estab-
lishing such a factory ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : For the use of
bagusse four factorics are being estab-
lished. We have chosen UP and Bihar
on one side and Maharashtra on the
other. Efforts are being made to find
other collaborators who will bring down
the cost.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: When these
four factories are sct up there will be no
difficulty.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : I have said that
it is under consideration.

U &fas s w1 duy S
+
*722. st wgraw fag Wt
At fomaw &
FT TATHA G AT Y FAFGF :
(%) e 3w &fe ama 5t frar

TG TN FTEY A 77 annfaswrdt #<

Y TFOHT F FACAET AT &Y v

g ‘

(@) 77 gg 9= ¢ = 7@ %9 60
FUT T8 F A AR Hrag T G
¥R W guE; WK

() afz g, a1 z@% #1 FO0 §

Wz a9R F fau a1 FEEy #@

e

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI
M. R. KRISHNA) : (a) to (c). A

statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

STATEMENT

(a) All surplus Defence -stores in-
cluding obsolete stores are first subjected
to re-utilisation check. Such of the stores
as cannot be re-utilised in any manner
are normally declared to the D.G.S. &
D for disposal who organises the auc-
tions therefor after consulting the pri-
ority indentors. Surplus stores below
the prescribed value are however dis-
posed of directly by the Depots by
auction.





