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Transmitters for Rajkot and Caleutia

*182, SHRI D, N. PATODIA: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:
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(a) whether any programme has
been drawn up for installing super
power transmitters of the type pro-
posed for Rajkot and Calcutta at ouher
regions of the country with a view
to improve the internal broadcasting
of the ALR. Station; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA.
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
K. K. SHAH): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Dees not arise.

SHRI D. N. PATODIA: With 5 view
to improve internal broadcasting,
there wag a recommendation made by
the Chanda Committee to constitute
a corporation on the lines of the BBC.
‘What steps have Government taken to
implement that recommendation?
Secondly, has the scheme of provid-
ing transistor sets at Rs, 51 each by
small scale industry made any pro-
gress, and if so, by what time these
transistor sets are likely to be avail-
able?

SHRI K. K. SHAH: As regards the
first question, it was answered on the
floor of the House a week ago. How-
ever, for the informatiopn, of the hon.
Member I can repeat it by saying i1hat
it is under consideration.

SHR1 D, N. PATODIA: By what
fine a decision will be taken?
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: Very difficult to

SHRI D, N. PATODIA: He has to
indicate some time,

SHRI K. K. SHAH: 1 will try my
best to expedite,

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: Wil! it
be in his lifetime?

MR. SPEAKER: We are
time,

lousing

SHRI K. K. SHAH: As regards the
second question, I have got one sampie
and on that the price quoted is Rs. 51.

AN HON. MEMBER: Lay it on the
Table.

SHRI K. K. SHAH: There is an-
other sample on which the price quut-
ed is Rs. 65. 1 am sure that witnin
about two months some of these tran-
sistors will be in the market,

SHRI D. N, PATODIA: Is the hon.
Minister aware that on the northern
borders of India our transmission is
very weak so much go that in areas
like Barmer whereas Radio Pakistan
can easily be heard, AIR cannot be
heard? What arrangements do Gov-
ernment propose to make so that on
the mnorthern borders of India our
transmission arrangements may be
made stronger?

SHRI K, K. SHAH: Four new trans-
mitters of 100 kw. one of short wave
and three of ‘medium wave, will be
coming into existence by the first
half of 1968,

SHRI RANGA: We are in the first
half of 1968.

SHRI K. K. SHAH: One will be in |
Khampur (Delhi), the second in
Jullundur, the third in Calcutta and
the fourth in Dibrugarh.

SHRI D. N, PATODIA: I want to
know what is going to be dcme at
Barmer where Pakistani Radio is be-
ing taken advantage of?
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: So far as Rajas:
than is concerned, I have already
answered this question in the past
that in the northern border of Rajas-
than one radio is going to come into
existence,
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: This is a sug-
gestion for action.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINIS-
TER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINIS-
TER OF PLANNING AND MINIS-
TER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI):
Certainly we should be alert to see
that no such elements come into Guv-
ernment departments, but I would beg
to hon. Members not to make general
observations of this kind. It is very
unfair to the people who are working
in the Ministry.
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SHRI K, K. SHAH: The site has
been selected and the contract also
has been given for construction of
civi] works. The transmitter is avail-
able, and as soon as the civil works
are ready, the transmitter will be in-
stalled.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: That is why
two super power transmitters are
being installed, one which wil] cover
the Middle East and another which
will cover Southeast Asia. In addi-
tion, two very high short-wave trans-
mitters are also being installed,

SHRI M. L. SONDHI: Middle East
iz an imperialist term. We should use
the term West Asia.

SHRI K. NARAYANA RAO; After
the reorganisation of the States on a
linguistic basis, States like Andhra
are not getting the full benefits of the
transmitting arrangements, because
Andhra, for instance, earlier used to
get all the benefits of Madras State
which have been now denied. In the
light of this, is the Ministry under-
taking to provide a high power trans-
mitting centre for each linguistic
State?

SHRI K. K. SHAH: The present
transmitters are enough to cover each
region,
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SHRI K. K. SHAH: So far as the
Srinagar transmitter is concerned, it
is a medium-wave transmitter. Be-
cause of the hilly terrain, it is not
wise to put up a very poweriul trans-
mitter there. If necessary, an addi-
tional station should be put up, and

we are trying to augment so far as
the other project is concerned.
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SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: There
was powerful transmitter in Baroda
when it was not merged. After mer-
ger, that was removed to some other
place. There was a radio station at

Baroda, and I want to know whether
it will be reinstituted.

SHRI K. K. SHAR: So far s Baroda
is concerned, there ig a transmitter
working at present,
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