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SHRI ASOKA MEHTA : It is very
difficult to understand the idea of the ques-
tion. Is it that if an area is declared as a
Scheduled Area then alone it shall be
developed ? There are certain norms and
there are different schemes. Take Chanda
district. It is treated as an area for special
development. Some other district may be
treated in some other way. There are a
number of schemes and all schemes are
not applied to the same place. As far as
Ladakh is concerned, I have made it very
clear that a special development pro-
gramme has been taken up and will be
carried forward and I will pursue it fur-
ther. It cannot be that every scheme must
be applied to every district and that if it is
not applied we are neglecting it.
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SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK :
Home Minister give an answer.

Let the

SHRI ASOKA MEHTA :. I am con-
cerned only with whether a particular area
should be declared as Scheduled Area. I
have said that it cannot be done. But
because of that Ladakh is not suffering
and will not be permitted to suffer. There
will be no disablility or disadvantage. I
will give that assurance.
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MR. SPEAKER : That is all right.
The concerned Minister has answered. I

am not prepared to ask all the Ministers
to answer.
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AT fFAT AT T IH 0 FT A
Feqm F fga ¥ =19 oF T AR g
T s ara g ?

SHRIMATI TARKESHWARI SINHA:
1 would like to know whether any relative
evaluation is made from time to time of
the per capita expenditure of those regions
which are hilly and Himalayan and how
the per capita expenditure incurred in
Ladakh compares with the per capita ex-
penditure incurred in the hilly regions and
what is the difference between the per capira

incomes of other hilly regions like Naga-
land and Mizoland and Ladakh.

SHRI ASOKA MEHTA : The Plan-
ning Commission will be able to give that
answer. I have not got the figures.
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SHRI HEM BARUA : In view of the
fact that goonda menace, particularly, in the
State of Bihar and, (o a certain extent, in
the State of U. P. also is increasing endan-
gering the security of the travelling public
—recently, it has been reported that a
passenger had to use pistol to retard’
goondas from attacking him— instead of
shifting the responsibility to the State
Government, may 1 know what steps have
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the Railways taken in order to ensure
security to the travelling public ?

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : About
this, 1 may just say that we are taking
some useful measures. One of them is
that on certain sections which are known
for this ticketless travel, where people get
down, generally, by pulling the chain there

-are 10 or 15 persons in plain clothes hiding
in some bushes, etc. and, as soon as the
passengers get down, they check them and
arrest them and we take necessary action.

SHRI HEM BARUA : That was not
my question. As soon as the passengers
get down the people hiding in the bushes,
etc. come out and check the passengers.
That is a different thing ? - What steps
have you takea to ensure security to the
travelling public when they are in the
compartments ? That was my question.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
PARIMAL GHOSH) : It is not a ques-
tion of avoiding the issue. It is a fact
that the maintenance of law and order in
the Railway premises as well as in the
trains is the responsibility of the State
Government. Besides that, the Railways
are vitally concerned with this matter and
have also the protection force. They
always try and do sead the protection force
as soon as it is requisitioned by the State
Government. In such cases where these
things mostly occur, we have made some
special arrangements so that these kind of
things may be avoided. But still itisa
fact, as the hon. Membsr has stated, that
the law and order situation in quite a_
number of States is such that these things
are taking place and it'is not possible
always to avoid them. It is our endeavour
to do our best to assure safe travel to all
the railway passengers.

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Sheo Naraig.

SHRI HEM BARUA : When the
Minister says “it is not possible”, is it not
an encouragement to the goondas ?

fy firey AT : WEAY AGIET 39 A}
graw ¥ fewie frar fs WA AT F1 gar
far o wifF ¥ A& @Ay
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SHRI TENNETI VISWANATHAM :
As these iucidents endangering the life
of p gers are increasing, can they not
provide some security officers to travel in

the trains just as they have security officers
to travel with the Ministers ?

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Samar Guha.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : I would like
to ask hon. Minister, Shri Parimal Ghosh
that he has, perhaps, seen in West Bengal
that there are thousands of rice smugglers,
for the last three years, running in trains,
not in the carriage, under the carriage,
that is, under the iron bars, and would
like to know what steps Government is
taking to stop this reckless travel of these
ticketless rice smugglers.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: This is not
a case of actual ticketless travel. This
thing was prevalent, say, about a few
months back. But after West Bengal has
come under the President’s Rule, this sort
of incidents are not taking place as it was
before. The situation has improved. Only
a few stray incideats are taking place now-
a-days, and, for that also, we are trying
our best to stop that also.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Is it your
personal experience ?  Still this is going
on. '

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: This is the
report we are getting everyday.

—





