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Port during the seven months follow-
Ing devaluation of the rupee has shown
% decline compared with the five
months preceding devaluation;

{b) whether this fall in traffic was
due to lower exports or lower imports,
or both, and of which principal com-
modities;

(c) whether the Calcutta Port
authorities have been given permis-
sion to raise their port charges in order
to maintain their revenues; and

(d) the probable long-term effects
of such g decision?

The Minisier of
Shipping (Dr. V. K. R. V. Bao):
No, Sir.

(b) Doeg not arise.
(¢) Yes, Sir.

(d) One effect would be the stabili-
sation of the financial position of the
Calcutta Port Commissioners and their
consequent ability to operate at their
existing level of efficiency. As far
as the long term effects are concern-
ed, no serious consequences are
anticipated. The position will, how-
ever, be kept under review.

and
(a)

Consumer snd Department Stores

®252, Shri M. N. Naghnoor: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricultare
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the organisation of
‘Consumer Stores’ and ‘Department
Stores’ has helped to reduce the mar-
ket rates of commodities;

(b) the action taken to ensure
twenty per cent of production of con-
sumer goods for distribution through
the consumer co-operatives; and

(c¢) whether Government have taken
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Annasahib Shinde): (a) The whole-
sale consumer stores and department
stores have definitely exercised a res-

training influence on the retail distri-
butive trade.

(b) There was no intention to dis-
tribute 20 per cent of the production
of consumer goods through the con-
sumer cooperatives. The objective of
the consumer cooperatives is fo cap-
ture 20 per cent of the retail trade in
areas served by them by the end of
the Fourth Plan with a view to mak-
ing an impact on prices.

(r) With a view to reducing their
dependence on private manufacturers
and to ensure reasonable prices, the
Government have decided to assist
consumer cooperalives to wset up
manufacturing and processing units
for various consumer commodities.

Supply of Foodgrains to Gujarat

%258, Shri indulal Yajnik: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had agre-
ed to secure the necess stocks of
cereals angd other foodgrains for Guje-
rat from other States before the
Gujarat State was persuaded to lift
the ban on the export of edible oil;

(b) whether Government had suc-
ceeded in securing , such foodgraing
for Gujarat from other States; and

(c) If so, the details thereof?

The Minister of Biate in the Minls-
try of Food, Agricalture,
Development and
Annasshtd Shinde): (a) Gujarat is
deficit in foodgrains and are receiving
supplies from Central Government.
No assurance was, however, given to
the State Government to secure any
stocks of foodgrains from other Btated
for persusding them te lift the ban i
the export of edible ofl.

(&) axd (). Do ndt atise.
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