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major repairs is being repaired in
Base Workshops accoding to Repair
Programmes formulated for the pur-
pose. Such equipment as is considered
beyond economic repairs would be
condemned and cannibalised for pro-
viding spares,

(b) Modernisation of equipment of
the Services 1s proceeding according
to the Plan drawn for the purpose, It
would not be in the public interest to
give the details.

(¢) Three new factories were for-
mally opened during the current year.
It will not be m the public interest to
give the rate of production or capa-
city of these factories.

(d) With due regard to the need for
conserving foreign exchange, the ur-
gent requirements of equipment and
other material of the Services have
been/are being procured from foreign
countries to the extent these cannot
be obtained from indigenous soures.
It will not be in the public interest
to give the details.

India-Burma Boundary Agreement

¢69. Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
shri D. C. Sharma:
Shri 8. Supakar:
Shri Nath Pai:

Will the Mirnuster of External Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India
and Burma signed an agreement in
Rangoon recently to delmit the
Boundary between the two countries;
and

(b) it so, the main features of the
agreement?

The Minister of External Affairs
{8hri M. C. Chagla): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Minister of External Affairs
will be making a statement on the
subject in Parliament as soon as the
Agreeent has been ratified by both
parties.
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Deadlock on US. Military Al ta
Indis

*70. Shri Chintamani Panigrahi: Will
the Minister of External Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been a deade
lock on the U.S. military aid to India;

(b) whether India’s nuclear potene
tial has been viewed with alarm by
the U.S. Government; and

(c) if s0, the reaction of the Gov-
ernment of India to such U.S, anxiety?

The Minister of External Affalrs
(8hrl M. C. Chagla): (a) It is mis-
leading to speak of any deadlock., The
position is that U.S. military aad to
India remains suspended since Sep-
tember 1965 though since February
1968, 1t has been open to us to pur-
chase some non-lethal mihtary equip-
ment, for cash or on credit.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.

Small Newspapers Enquiry Committes

*71. Shri Anantrap V., Patil: Will
the Minister of Information and Broad-
casting be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken to 1mplememt
the recommendations of the Small
Newspapers Enquiry Commuttee;

(b) whether after devaluation, the
conditions of small newspapers, especi-
ally language newspapers, have
deteriorated, and

(c) if so, the steps taken to give
relief to these small newspapers?

The Minister of Information and
Broadcasting (Shri K. K. Shah): (a)
The Enquiry Committee on Small
Newspapers have made 145 recom-
mendations in their Report. Decisions
have been taken in respect of 30 and
they are laid on the Table of the House.
A statement giving the conclusiong
reacheqd in respect of 81 recommenda~
tions is laid on the Table of the House,
[Placed in Library. Ses No. LT-101/
87 dated 27-3-1867).
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The remaining 34 recommendations
sre being processed in consultation
with the concerned Union Mimstries,
BState Governments, Press Organisa-
tions and other interests;

(b) efforts are made to see that
their condition does not deteriorate;

(c) In order to afford relief to
newspapers, consequent upon the in-
crease in the cost of imported news-
print owing to devaluation, the follow-
ing steps have already been taken:

(1) The Import Duty and the Re-
gulatory Duty have been
abolished.

(2) From August 1, 1966, a sur-
charge of 10 per cent on ad-
vertisements, released by
Government, has been accep-
ted.

(8) As 3 measure of liberalisation
of import of newsprint and
additional quantity of 15,287
metric tonnes from Canada
has been arranged.

Nuclear Scientists’ Meet

*72. Shri P. K. Deo:
shri G. C. Naik:
Shri K. P. Singh Deo:
Shri A. Dipa:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state;

(a) whether India was represented
in the recent Nuclear Scientists’ meet
at Geneva;

(b) 1f so, India's opinion on the
question of proliferation of nuclear
weapons and their potential hazard;
and

(c) whether the aspect of the secu-
rity of such countries with neighbours
having nuclear weapons bhas been
considered?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
Atomic Anergy (Shrimatl Indra
Gandhi): (a) At the invitation of
the UN. Secretary General Dr.
Barabhai (in his individual capacity)
participated in a meeting of a Panel
of Consuitant Experts at Geneva ¢o
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prepare g report on the impact and
implications of all aspects of nuclear
weapons. All the 12 experts were in-
vited in their individual capacity.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Concentration of Chinese Troops on
Bhutan-Tibet Border

*74, Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the
Minister of External Affairs be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Chinese troops are heavily concen-
trated on the Bhutan-Tibet border.

(b) whether it 1s also a fact that
they have built a road from Tibet to
Bhutan border;

(c) whether 1t 1s also a fact that due
to fear of the Chinese, the Tibetans
have been enlering India; and

(d) if so, the steps taken in the
matter?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri M, C. Chagla): (a) Chinese
troops are entrenched in  strength
along the Bhutan-Tibet border as in
other sectors. However, no new con-
centrations have been noticed.

(b) Over the last three years, the
Chinese authonties are known to have
built and improved some roads lead-
ing to the Bhutan border.

(c) Yes, Sir. Since the 1st of Jan-
uary 1967, 144 Tibbetan refugees es-
caping from Chinese persecution in
Tibet, have entered India.

(d) The Government are taking alk
necessary steps.

Space Research

*75.8hrl C. C. Desal:
Shri Dhuleshwar Meena:
Shri1 Ramachandra Ulaka:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether any programme for
space research in the country has
been chalked out;





