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(e) if no steps as such have been
taken so far, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
wry of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Bhrl
Annasahib Shinde): (a) The impor-
tant steps taken by Government to
make available remunerative prices to
the farmers for produce include fixa-
tion of minimum prices in regard 1o
principal food and non-food crops, pro-
curement of ~foodgrains at prices
higher than the minimum and develop-
ment of an orderly marketing system
through measures such as establish-
ment of cooperative marketing socie-
ties, regulation of markets, provision
of warehousing facilities, market news
service. The Government have also
set up the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission to advise on the fixation of
fair prices to the cultivators for their

produce, so as to give sufficient incen-

tives.

(b) It is difficult to be precise about
the percentage of profit margin accru-
ing to farmers. Apart from market
weices, a number of other factors in-
cluding fertility of the soil, efficiency
of farniing, weather conditions during
the year, ete., influence the margin of
profit. As is well known, costs of
production and yields vary Irom far-
mer to farmer, area to area and year
to year so that, for the same given
price in the market, the margin of
profit varies widely.

(c) Does not arise.
Cattle Insurance

*997. Shri 5. B. Damani: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the cattle insurance
scheme has been finalised; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Coopeération (Shri
Annasahib Shinde): (a) The Cattle
Insurance scheme has not yet been
finalised. .

(b) Does not arise.
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Import of Rice

*909. Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
‘Will the Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture be pleased to state:

(a) the quantity of rice likely 1o be
imported during the curreni year due
to the drought conditions in the coun-
try; and

(b) the names of the countrics
which have been requested for the
supply of rice?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Annasahib Shinde): (a) The quantity
of rice likely to be imported during
1967 is about 485 thousand metric tons.

(b) The countries from which rice
imports have been or are being ar-
ranged are Burma, Thailand, UA.R.
Cambodia, Nepal, U.S.A. Guyana, Italy.
Brazil and Spain.





