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of gur and khandsari and the grant of
other incentives are under the active
consideration of Government,

Early elosure of Sugar Mills and
Diversion of Sugarcane to Gor
and Khandsari in U.P.
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Bharati:

Shri J. B. Singh:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
cslture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that about
40.000 sugar workers in Uttar Pradesh
were laid off before the crushing sea-
son actually endas ‘2 want of sugnr-
cane;
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(b) if s0, the steps taken by Gov-
ernment to safeguard the interests of
the Sugar Mills against the, diversion
of sugarcane to the Gur and Khand-
sari industry;

(c) whether the low price of sugar-
cane is mainly responsible for the low
production; and

(d) it so, whether and when prices
of sugarcane are likely to be raised?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Food, Agriculture, Community De-
velopment and Cooperation (Shri
Annasahib Shinde): (a) Informution
regarding number of sugar workers
laid off iz not availible.

(b) The matter is under considera-
tion.

{¢c) Low production of sugar was
due to fall in area and production of
sugarcane due to drought conditions at
the time of sowings and during the
period of growth, and diversion of
cane to gur and khandsari on account
of their high prices.

(d) The matter is under considera-
nion.

Closure of Sugar Mills
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Will the Minister of Fooqa and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the number of sugar mills
closed down in the recent months for
want of sugarcane in the country;

(b) the total loss in the production
of sugar and the value thereof; and

Ce) the loss in wages sustained bv
m | workers employed in those mills?





