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•783. BRRI SAUGATA ROY: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to fttate:

(a) whether the ^previous Govern­
ment appointed R. C. Dutt Oommittee 
to find out the problem of Bengal Film 
Industry; - *

(b) what are the recommendations;
(c) whether the previous Govern­

ment implemented those recommenda_ 
tions; and

(d) if not, whether the present
Government desire to implement those 
recommendations?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA­
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVANI): (a) to (d). Yes,
Sir. A statement is laid on the Table
of the House,

Statement
Hie B. C. Dutt Committee on pro­

blems of film industry in West Bengal
made the following recommenda> 
tions:

1. To meet the shortage of cinema 
houses- in West Bengal and to faci­
litate the exhibition of films pro­
duced in the State as part Of an 
all-India effort in this direction, a 
comprehensive public sector Cor­
poration should be set up with ade­
quate capital, and entrusted with 
the work of import an possibility of
export also of films, of distribution 
of imported films and with the cons­
truction of chinema houses either 
directly or in collaboration with pri­
vate parties. Such a Corporation 
should depend not only on its capi­
tal resources but on the profits that 
is generated for financing the cons­
truction of cinema houses.

2. A scheme for setting up a colour
film laboratory in the joint sector in 
collaboration with other parties in 
the film industry of West Bengal 
interested in this matter should be



ftonsidered on the basis of a feasi­
bility report prepared by a compe­
tent professional body.

3. A proposal for amalgamation of
the existing concerns owing black
ana white processing laboratories 
and the studios in Calcutta and the 
formation of a joint sector company 
ior the modernisation, proper main­
tenance and management of these 

, iapilitie* should be considered also
on the basis of a detailed project 
report prepared by a comptent pro­
fessional body.

4. Production of documentaries and 
news reels by the Films Division 
should decentralise and * branch 
office of thiB Division should be set 
up for this purpose in Calcutta.
Similarly, the work of production of
films for TV should also be decentra­
lised and necessary facilities for this 
purpose developed in Calcutta.

As suggested by the Committee, a 
multi-functional corporation namely,
the National Film Development Cor­
poration, for planning promoting and 
organising an integrated film industry;
import-export of films, distribution/
exhibition of films, construction and 
maintenance of film theatres etc. has 
been set up by the Central Govern­
ment. This Corporation however, did 
not grow as envisaged. But Film Fm_ 
ance Corpoiatron and Indian Motion
Pictures Export Corporation have been 
energetically performing the role en­
visaged for this Corporation The 
Government of West Bengal have also 
set up a Film Development Board for
developing film industry in West 
Bengal The Government of West 
Bengal is also reported to have mitiat.
ed steps towards setting up a colour
film laboratory in Calcutta The Films 
Division has put up a production cen­
tre in Calcutta for production of films 
through individual producers from the 
•eastern region The Films Division is 
•Iso helping the processing laborato­
ries m Calcutta by getting a part of
its processing work done through 
them.
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Thus, the recommendations made by
the Committee have bean already 
largely implemented.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: I have gone 
very carefully through the statement 
which the Minister laid on the Tabi* 
of the House. I am surprised to find 
that it is very delightfully vague.

Sir, my Question was very specific, 
as to whether the previous Govern­
ment had Implemented the recommen­
dations of the R. C. Dutt Committee 
on the Bengal Film industry and also 
whether the present Government de­
sire to implement those recommenda­
tions. The Minister only makes a 
vague statement. He says: “These
recommendations made by the Com­
mittee have been already largely im­
plemented'’ without saying how many 
of them were implemented during the 
previous government's time and how
many have been implemented during 
the tenure of the present government 
The tact remains that in spite of the 
Minister’s claim, the Bengali film in­
dustry which has produced giants litas 
Satyajit Ray and Mrinal Sen, continues 
to languish and the number of Bengali 
films goes down every year.

i

The main recommendation of the 
R. C Dutt Committee was with re­
gard to distribution channels that the 
distribution as long as it is in the 
hands of a few exhibitors and dis­
tributors, the good films will not
flourish So it recommended that this 
distribution should be taken over in
the public sector And the Minister’s 
statement say'-, the National Film 
Development Corporation, a multi­
functional Corporation, has been set 
up This Corporation, however, did 
not grow as envisaged.

1900 (SAKA) Oral Answers tr

WELCOME TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
MR. HAFEZ AL-ASSAD PRESIDENT 
OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

MR. SPEAKER; Hon’ble Members,
I have to make an important an* 
nouncement.




