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SHORTAGE OF SKILLED MANPOWER 

344.   DR. UMESH G. JADHAV: 

Will the Minister of SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is a huge shortage of skilled manpower in the leather industry;  

(b)  if so, the details thereof and the reaction of the Government thereto;  

(c) whether the Government has formulated any policy framework for the development 
of skilled manpower/ workforce specifically for the leather industry in the country; and  

(d)  if so, the details thereof? 

 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

(SHRI R. K. SINGH) 
 

(a) to (d)  There is demand for skilled manpower at the shop floors for leather footwear 

as well as non-leather footwear, leather garments and leather goods and accessories 

manufacturing in the country. According to estimation done by Leather Sector Skill Council 

(LSSC), which is working under National Skill Development Corporation, demand for 

manpower is estimated at around 1,07,000 people per annum in various parts of the country.  

LSSC has made a significant impact on facilitating an ecosystem for training in 

leather industry. Skill development program through Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) flagship scheme, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 2.0 

(2016-2020) has improved the livelihoods of thousands in different districts, particularly, 

empowering women through training and employment. More than 63,000 youths have been 

trained in the leather sector under PMKVY scheme. 

  Government has approved a Central Sector Scheme called "Indian Footwear, 

Leather & Accessories Development Programme" with an approved outlay of Rs. 2600 crore 

for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20. Under Human Resource Development (HRD) sub-

scheme of Indian Footwear, Leather & Accessories Development Programme, primary skill 

development training is provided to unemployed persons in leather and footwear sector. As 

on date, primary skill development training has been imparted to 1,84,136 unemployed 

persons and 1,33,136 trainees have been provided placement in leather and footwear sector 

since 2017-18.  
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