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14.054 hrs.

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME
MINISTER ON HER RECENT
VISIT ABROAD

The Prime Minister and Minister of
Atomic Energy (Shrimati Indira
Gandhi): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the House
is aware that I visited the Soviet
Union from July 12th to 16th in res-
ponse to an invitation exténded to me
by Chairman Kosygin soon after I as-
sumed office and renewed twi-e there-
after En route to Moscow, I took the
opportunity to meet President Nasser
m Cairo and President Tito in Brioni,
in response to their earlier invitations.

Hon. Memberg are aware of the
very close and f:iedjy relations we
have with the three countries. With
the UAR and Yugoslavia we are

bound closely by common dedication
to the policy of peace and non-align-
ment and by close co-operation in
many fields and op many occasions
In international conferences. Personal
contacts between the Heads of these
Governments and our own have been
frequent and fruitful.

It was a great pleasure for me to
renew this personal contact with Pre-
sident Nasser and President Tito.
With both leaders I had frank and
friendly exchange of wviews on the
international situation, particularly as
it affects the policies of non-aligned
countries. Both President INasser
and President Tito shared our
desire to strengthen the policy of non-
alignment and peaceful co-existence,
which plays such a vital role in the
maintenanze of peace and friendly
relations among States. They also
shared our concern at the various pres-
sures to which the policy of non-
alignment and peaceful co-existence
is being subjected, both in the politi-
cal and economic spheres. We discus-
sed our bilateral relations which have
happily been developing satisfactori-
Iy with both the UAR. and Yugosla-
via, and agreed that they should be
further strengthened in various fields
including economic, cultural and sci-
entific, to our mutual advantage.
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I informed President Nasser and

President Tito of our sincere desire
for friendly and good neighbourly re-
lations with Pakistap in the spirit of
the Tashkent Declaration. I alsp in-
formed them of China's hostile and
provocative attitude towards us and
of our friendly and co-operative re-
lations with our other neighbours,
such as Afghanistan, Burma, Ceylon.
Nepal, Malaysia and Singapore.

Both President Nasser and Presi-
dent Tito agreed that we should co-
operate with one another and with
other non-aligned countries for making
non-alignment a dynamic force for
the lowering of tensions and for pro-
moting peaceful (o-existence in the
present-day strife-torn world. They
said that they were looking forward
to the tripartite meeting to be held in
October this vear in India where these
matters could be discussed further.

It was agreed to institute regular
consultations between India and the
U.AR. and India and Yugoslavia on
matters of common interest. We
agreed that personal contacts between
us and between our Ministers, officials
and others are invaluable and should
be ag frequent as possible.

In the course of my State visit to
the Soviet Union, I had discussions
with Chairman Kosygin and Mr.
Brezhnev. while the Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs, Sardar Swarn Singh, met
the U.S.S.R. Foreign Minister, Mr. Gro-
myko, and the members of the dele-
gation had discussions with officials
of the Soviet Government. My talks
with Chairman Kosygin and other
Soviet leaderg took place in an at-
mosphere of frankness, friendship and
complete understanding. The discus-
siong covered a wide range of subjects
of mutual interest to both our coun-
tries.



221 Prime Minister's SRAVANA
We discussed, in particular, the
post-Tashkent developments in rela-
tion to India and Pakistan, I acquain-
ted him with certain developments on
the other side of our borders which
were causing us concern. 1 apprised
Chairman Kosygin and his colleagues
of the steps which India had already
taken in this direction, to implement
the Tashkent Declaration, including
some of the unilatera] steps taken by
ug such as the remova] of trade em-
bargo and release of confiscated em-
bargo and our desire to have talks
with Pakistan at any level and with-
out any pre-conditions in the spirit of
the Tashkent Declaration so as to
build friendly and good neighbourly
relations with that country and re-
solve all our disputes peacefully.
Chairman Kosygin expressed positive
appreciation of our position. The
Joint Communigue briefly reflects our
discussions on this subject.

I was glad to find that there is no
change in the basic position of the
Soviet Union on important questions
of special interest to us. I was assur-
ed that their stand on Kashmir remains
unchanged. Whi'e the Soviet leaders
expressed their desire to improve re-
lations with Pakistan, they assured
us that this would not be at the ex-
pense of their friendship with India.
They also assured us that they had
not supplied any arms or armaments
to Pakistan nor had any agreements
with Pakistan been made in this re-
gard.

On international questions, our dis-
cussions confirmed the identity  of
viewsz on a broad range of inter-
national questions, such as peace and
security, renunciation of the threat or
use of force. resolution of inter-
national disputes including border
disputes solely by peaceful means.
the acceptance of peaceful co-existence
as an imperative for the maintenance
of international harmony and of the
freedom of dependent peoples.

We also discussed the question of
strengthening world peace and redu-
cing  international tensions. We
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agreed that it would help if all mili-
lary alliances were simultaneously
dissolved. We consider this 4 step
forward and hope that sooner or later
all countries wil] realisé that military
allianceg hinder rather than  foster
mutual trust and confidence.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, before my depar-
ture, T had, in the course of my broad-
cast to the nation on the evening of
July 7, put forward certain jdeas as
a possible basis for a peaceful solu-
tion of the Vietnam problem. The
basis of my approach is that there
can be no military solution in Viet-
nam. There is no alternative to
secking a peaceful solution in order
to avoid a disastrous war with the
danger of massive escalation. A peace-
ful solution can be reached only at a
conference table and hence the neces-
sity for the co-Chairman to convene
a Geneva-type conference to which
we attrch the greatest importance. It
would be unrealistic to expect g3 con-
ference unti] the bombing of North’
Vietnam is stopped. India has al-
ways been against such bombing.
Once 3 Geneva-type conference is
called, we anticipate that it might
take considerable time to  achieve
fina] results. Therefore. it was sug-
gested that during this interim period,
the International Control Commission
strengthened if necessary should as-
sure the observance of any standstill
arrangements which might be agreed
upon. The objective of the conference
should be to find a solution within
the framework of the Geneva Agree-
mentg of 1954. The Vietnamese peo-
ple should be able to decide their
future in gccordance with their own
wishes without pressure or interfer-
ence from any quarter.

These ideas are not new; we have
expressed them from time totime. I
was and continue to be deeply con-
cerned by the human suffering and the
danger of escalation of this conflet into
a wider war with disastrous conse-
quenceg not only for Asia but for the
world, Already the escalation has
led to a revival of cold war postures
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and a sharpening of confrontation. This
is what prompted my suggestions.
I felt that at this juncture it was in-
cumbent on us, as an Asian country
deeply interested in peace, to draw
the Vietnam problem away from the
battlefield to the conference table.

This question naturally figured in
our talkg in Cairo and Brioni. There
was closeness of viewg between our
Government and the Governments of
the U.AR. and Yugoslavia.

In Moscow also we exchanged views
on Vietnam. The Joint Communique
refers to our basic points of agree-
ment,

So far as our own suggestions are
concerned we stand by them. We
are convinced that there ijs no alter-
native to a peaceful settlement reach-
ed at g conference table. Our propo-
aals contain a reasonable basis for
starting the process of negotiations.
We are pursuing our efforts.

In our talks in Moscow, we touch-
ed upon Indo-Soviet economic co-ope-
ration. The Soviet leaders showed
their usual sympathy and understand-
ing for our economic problems and
of the efforts made by us for economic
-development. My colleagues, the
Planning Minister, the Food and Agri-
culture Minister and the Commerce
Minister, who had preceded me, had
finalised agreements on various mat-
ters. Since Chairman Kosygin  was
away in Bucharest during their visits
and returned to Mpscow a couple of
days before my own arrival, confirma-
tion of these agreements was con-
veyed to me. The Soviet Government
announced a total credit of 970 million
roubles, about Rs. 830 crores, in state
and commercial credits during our
Fourth Five Year Plan. This aid is
mainly for more industries in the pub-
lic sector. I should like to take this
opportunity of expressing our sincere
gratitude to the Government and the
people of the Soviet Union for their
response to our requirements of finan-
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cial credits and technical gssistance in
various projects during our Fourth
Five Year Plan.

I emphasised that India was deter-
mined to achieve 3 self-generating
economy in the next decade gnd to
build a. (Interruptions).....

An hon. Member: On the edifice of
devaluation.

Shri U. M. Trivedi (Mandsaur): It
will take two decades.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi:. .. socialist
order in keeping with the' needs and
aspirations of our people.

Both sides regard the Indo-Soviet
friendship as aimed against none, as
a friendship that doeg not prevent
either the Soviet Union or India from
making friends with other countries.

In all the three countries we were
received with great cordiality and
with the warmth and friendship which
characterise our relations. I should
like once again to express my sincere
thanks to the Governments and peo-
ples of the U.A.R., Yugoslavia and the
Soviet Union. I am confident that my
visit and the personal contact; bet-
ween us and the leaders of the three
countries have contributed to increa-
sed understanding and have strength-
ened the ever-growing bonds of friend-
ship between our countries and peo-
ples.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your per-
mission I place on the Table of the
House the following documents:

(1) The Joint Indo-Soviet com-
munique of July 16, 1966.
[Placed in Library. See No.
LT-6432/66].

(2) The Joint Press statement is-
sued in Cairo on July 10, 1965.
[Placed in Library, See No.
LT-6433/66].
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(3) The Joint Press statement
issued in Brioni on July 12,
1966, [Placed in Library, See
No. LT-643466].

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): In
the moming when I put a supplemen-
tary question the hon. Prime Minister
said that she was making a statement.
I wanted to seek a clarification and
you almost agreed to it.

Mr. Speaker: [ will allow a few
questions by way of elucidation. But
there should be only one from each
Party.

Shri Hem Barua: May I put the
question

Mr, Speaker:

Shri Hem Barua: In the light of
what the hon. Prime Minister said on
the previous occasion about  Soviet
Russia sending an emissary to Pakis-
tan to ascertain about the violations
of the ‘Tashkent agrMement by
Pakistan—on that occasion it was said
in newspapers that Pakistan had re-
fused to accept an emissary from the
Soviet Union and then the Prime
Minister also made 5 statement cor-
recting her previous statement on the
Floor of this House—may I know
whether our Prime Minister had any
discussion with the Russian“deaders
during her visit to Moscow this time
about Russia’s sending an emissary
to Pakistan—if she wanted to send
why was it that Pakistan did not
want to accept the emissary and
other relevant facts—and if it was
discussed, what were their reactions,
outcome and all that?

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: The ques-
tion of sending a special emissary was
not dis:ussed. But, as the hon. Mem-
ber is surely aware, a parliamentary
delegation had recently gone to Pakis-
tan, and it obviously had discussions
on these and other matters. ...

Yes.

Shri Hem Barua: They did not dis-
cust, I am interested in only one
thing. 1 am interested in ascertaining
from Pakistan about the violations of

the Tashkent Agreement. This morn-
ing also, I had raised the question
about the violation of the Tashkent
Agreement by Pakistan on the autho-
rity of the statement made by the
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir,
I am just interested in knowing whe-
ther these things were ascertained from
Pakistan by Russian leaders or not.
There was a parliamentary delegation,
no doubt, but the parliamentary dele-
gation was mnot entrusted with this
responsibility of enquiring.

Shri Ranga (Chittoor): When was
the parliamentary delegation sent to
Pakistan?

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: I just meant
that they were in touch with Pakistan
as they were with us. We have put
our point of view regarding these vio-
lations as well as what we consider the
non-implementation of the Tashkent
Declaration. . ..

Shri Hem Barua: Let her say ‘viola-
tion' instead of ‘non-implementation’.

Mr. Speaker:
tion’ also.

She has said ‘viola-

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: Naturally,
they are interested in the implementa-
tion of the Declaration and in trying
to do whatever will make for greater
friendship between the two countries.

Therefore, it is not right for them
or for us to say something which will
spoil the chances of their doing any-
thing in this direction. But >ur own
viewpoint and all the information we
have in this regard has certainly been
placed before them.

Shri Ranga: This is the first time
that we hear of a parliamentary dele-
gation having gone to Pakistan. Did
you ever send any parliamentary dele-
gation, and if so, when?

Mr. Speaker: It was the Russian
parliamentary delegation.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: Soviet Par-
liamentary Delegation,
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Shri Hem Barua: You, Sir, had also
gone to Soviet Russia.

Shri Priya Gupta (Katihar): Is there
any parliament there?

st IWAAE AET (FTTART)
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Dr. L. M. Singhvi (Jodhpur): T would
like the hon. Prime Minister to tell us
firstly whether the question of deva-
luation was discussed specifically with
the Soviet authorities, and if so, what
their reaction was, and secondly whe-
ther the question of setting up any
joint consultative machinery or any
other machinery for ascertaining vio-
lations of the Tashkent Pact and for
ensuring its observance was made or
explored with any of the three coun-
tries which she visited.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: The econ-
nomic policies that we follow or what
we do in our own country is our own
business. I did not go there to discuss
internal matters of the country. We
did discuss international gquestion and
other questions which were of mutual
interest. There was no such arrange-
ment made as the hon. Member has
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mentioned. But all the countries were
very anxious to help in any way they
could, and they have said that if they
think of anything, they will let us
know, and if we think of anything
which might help, we shall let them
know, but no such machinery was set
up.

it wowTR fAg (F7747) - F AT
A fFiw Aoz sar e fs
T2 AT ¥ qFES gATT AT4 M AT
sara ®aT St 787 fash faaa am w6 ==t
FTF I 7ETEE | AT AIGAT & qHAS
¥ qg 907 A4 0 a8 A% 419 4
A
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Shri U. M. Trivedi: When she was
reading out the statement, the Prime
Minister stated that she had talks with
the Presidents of UAR and Yugoslavia
and with the Soviet Premier. It has
come out in the American Press that
there are differences between Jorden
and Syria on the one hand and Egypt
on the other. There is one Mr. Shakey,
who is raising an army in Syria to
fight and destroy Israel. They have
taken a vow to destroy Israel. It has
also come out in the press that India.
unwittingly or otherwise, has made
statements that she 1is also going to
help in the liquidation of Israel. 1Ts
there any truth in such a statement?
That is number one.

Mr. Speaker: Not more than one
question.

Shri U, M. Trivedi: The question
is, have we in any manner committed
ourselves to this statement, that we
are agreeable to the liquidation of
Israel? Secondly, was there any talk
with the Soviet Premier about th
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supply of military aid to
during the last four months?

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: As regards
the last part of the question, I have
already answered it in my statement
itself, that they have not given any
arms and no such agreement was
made.

Pakistan

With regard to Israel, it did not crop
up at all in our conversation. I am
not aware of any statement which the
hon. Member has attributed to us.

At Fo qo Tog (IHT) : =TIR F@T
fedeqgem & at & #1§ a 7& A
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w1 ¥ Fret &9 R Fw Ara g ! A
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Shri Umanath (Pudukkottai): In the
joint communique signed by our Gov.
ernment and the Soviet Government
there is reference to threat to peace
from imperialist forces. As soon as
our Prime Minister came back to our
country, she said that this particular
word “imperialist” did not refer to the
USA Government. If so, may I know
which is the particular Government
that is referred to, or which are the
particular forces that are referred to?
Forces or Governments cannot exist in
the air. So, we want to know with
what understanding the Prime Minister
signed that communique stating that
imperialist forces were threatening

peace.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: This ex-
pression has often been used in inter-
national parlance as well as in the
United Na.ons. It is a general state-
ment about certain forces. Tt did not
specifically apply to any specific éoun-
try as such.

Shri Umanath: Where do they exist?

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: They exist
averywhere, in many countries; they
2xist in China, they exist in the old
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Shri Umanath: Do they exist in the
Soviet Union also?

Shri U. M. Trivedi: You are talking
of South Vietnam. Twenty million
people were killed by China, we never
opened our eyes.

16.32 hrs.

MOTION RE. PRESENT ECONOMIC
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY

Mr. Speaker: Shri Sachindra Chau-
dhuri. :
Shri  Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli):

I want to have a clarification.

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Sachindra Chaudhuri) rose—

st g% = FHAW (3AW) © qF
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Shrimati Renu Chakravartty (Bar-

rackpore): We will not allow Mr.
Sachindra Chaudhuri to get away

with it.

Dr. Ranen Sen (Calcutta East): Why
is he standing? You are not allowing
him,

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: From
the morning, the Government benches
have been preaching to us about par-
liamentary practice. The Prime Minis-
ter has issued a statement in America
saying that there are some people here
who want to subvert parliamentary
democracy. Again we ask you. Please
do not allow this Finance Minister,
who has behind the back of this Par-
brought about devaluation



